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Dear Dr. Shea,  

 

I have five goals for my writing this semester. My first goal – and the one that is the hardest and 

most important to me –  is to submit one of my short stories for publishing this semester. The short 

story I have in mind to submit is of the sci-fi genre, so I had a friend of mine who has experience reading 

and writing sci-fi read over it for me. He gave me some really good feedback and I’ve been working on 

those revisions. I’m currently trying to come up with an angle or something to add that will help set the 

story apart from similar works of the genre, which was one of his biggest suggestions. Once I’ve done 

that I will have one or two more people read over the story, and then I plan to do another round of 

revisions based on their feedback. After that I believe it will be ready to submit. I’m going to consult my 

friend who read the story the first time for his advice on where to submit, since he has had several of his 

stories published in various magazines and anthologies. He also has a lot of contacts in the publishing 

world, so he will know who is looking for what type of story and where I might have the most success 

with a submission.  

Two of my other goals involve writing every day and keeping a notebook to record any thoughts 

or ideas that come to me during the day. I feel like I’m just finally getting into a habit of writing every 

day. I admit I wasn’t very good at sticking to that at the beginning of the semester, but I’ve been much 

better about it in the last couple weeks. I’ve been spending at least 10-15 minutes a day working on a 

new short story – one that was actually inspired by the storymatic writing prompt several weeks ago. As 

for carrying the notebook with me, I purchased a pack of index cards attached to a ring and I’ve used it a 

couple times but I need to work on making that a habit. I’m still getting used to having something to 

write in all the time, so while I have been making sure it’s with me at all times, I tend to forget about it. 

I’m hoping that habit will soon stick and I’ll remember more often.  

My last two goals kind of go together. I wanted to begin writing something new, and work on 

being more detailed and not just glossing over events and making broad statements in my writing. I am 

currently working the short story I mentioned above, inspired by the storymatic, and in the process I’m 

trying to work on my style and be more detailed and show the audience more. I just finished reading 

Anne Lamott’s Bird by Bird, and in there she talks about “Short Assignments,” focusing on little pieces at 

a time. I’ve found this tactic has been extremely helpful with the short story I am working on. It helps 



me to be sure I write for at least 10-15 minutes each day; I’ve also found that it helps me focus more on 

the details in the sections I am working on if I focus just on what is happening right now, and not the 

entire plot of the story. I am happy with the way the story is going at the moment and I am hoping to 

have at least a first draft finished by the end of the semester. 

While I haven’t been doing as well as I would like with all my goals, and there are still habits I 

need to develop more so they actually stick, I feel like I am making progress and should still be able to 

accomplish each of these goals by the end of the semester.  

Along with working towards those goals, I think almost everything I’ve done in this class up to 

this point demonstrates growth. I am not one to share my writing with anyone. In fact, prior to this 

semester I had only ever asked one person to read anything I had written, and it took me months of 

working on it and revising it and talking myself into it before I was able to just bite the bullet and ask this 

person to read my story. As much as I would like to be published I am terrified of actually having anyone 

read anything I’ve written. Actually reading my work aloud myself is even harder. It was a big step for 

me to read the free-write about my brother cutting his wrist open a few weeks ago. However I am 

feeling more comfortable about sharing my writing and getting feedback, so I’ve definitely grown in that 

regard.  

 I’ve also found that reading my classmates work and discovering what I really like about their 

writing is motivating me to improve my own writing. For example, I would love to be able to tell a story 

as vividly as John Paul. That kind of detail is exactly what I had in mind when I made my writing goals, 

before I even read anything he had written. His writing gives me an idea of what I would like to achieve, 

without writing exactly like him. I want to write like me, in my own voice, but have the kind of detail and 

create imagery like he does. I’ve also discovered that I don’t need to be afraid of writing poetry. My 

poem “Blue,” which I posted online a few weeks ago, is something I wouldn’t have thought I could write 

prior to this course, but I’m pretty happy with the way it turned out. I have been avoiding poetry for a 

long time, but now I’m thinking about giving it a second chance.  

My plan for the second half of the semester is to continue to work on developing the habit of 

writing every day, and try to increase the time I spend on my writing. Part of this will involve better time 

management. I have a tendency to focus on reading assignments and getting the reading done and not 

make time to write. I need to work on my time management so I have time to get the reading done, but 

also spend time writing every day. Part of this process has involved me trying to teach myself to read 

faster while still absorbing everything I’m reading.  



Improving my time management will also help me to have more time to spend on my WPP. As 

with my writing, I tend to focus on what needs to be read for all my classes while procrastinating on 

research for my WPP. I need to stop procrastinating and work harder at staying on top of that project.  

I’m not where I would like to be with the project at this point, and I recognize that I need to make more 

of an effort. It’s been difficult coordinating schedules to meet with each of my subjects, but I’m hoping 

to get another meeting with each of them within the next week or two. I’m finding that each subject’s 

level of enthusiasm towards writing is directly proportionate to how easy it is to get information from 

them, so I also need to find ways to make it easier for my freshman subject to talk about her writing (as 

opposed to the grad student planning to be a professional writer who talked for nearly two hours before 

I even had to ask a question).  

I’m also struggling a little with my feelings of inadequacy as far as this project is concerned. I’ve 

never done anything like this so I’m constantly questioning whether I’m going about this the right way or 

doing it all completely wrong. The only reason for this is that the project is outside my usual comfort 

zone, therefore I don’t feel as confident as I would if I were writing a paper on an author, or some 

similar assignment. However I am excited about the project and getting to have the experience of doing 

something completely different.  

What I love most about this class is how it’s re-energized my enthusiasm for my own writing, 

which is actually something that I did not expect. I had signed up for the class mostly because I knew I 

needed a writing class, and I knew this one would be helpful since I plan on becoming at least an adjunct 

professor and will be teaching composition courses. I didn’t expect the impact this class would have on 

my own writing. I’ve always wanted to be a writer, but it was always something that I had put on the 

back-burner. Now I’m thinking it’s something to which I really want to devote more time and energy. 

One of the biggest challenges of the class is probably the WPP assignment. As I stated above this 

is like no other project I’ve had to do; I like English because I can do my research in a library and write 

my papers and not have to go out into the world and study people. I am an introvert, and am definitely 

more comfortable when I’m not dealing with people. However, I am trying really hard to stretch myself 

and become more comfortable in these types of situations as I know I will have to deal with people a lot 

if I plan on becoming a professor. So I feel this project is a good one for me to step out of my comfort 

zone, but it’s not always easy.  

Another struggle I sometimes have with this class is that I can’t really identify with my 

classmates who are currently high school teachers. I enjoy interacting with them, and hearing their 



perspective, which is so much different from mine, but whenever the topic of discussion turns to the 

secondary classroom I feel like I don’t really have anything to offer to the conversation.  

 I am obsessive about my grades and would like to receive an A in this class, but at the moment 

I’m not sure that is the grade I would give myself. I haven’t yet reached the point where I’m in the habit 

of writing every day and I haven’t completed a new short story yet, which are two of my writing goals. 

While I plan on having achieved both of those by the end of the semester, they are the two that I am 

struggling with the most and will need to work on the most. The other three I believe I should be able to 

accomplish without much difficulty. I also am not where I would like to be in my WPP and will need to 

work harder on that in the second half of the semester. I do feel like I have been actively participating in 

the discussion online, and have participated in class discussions more frequently in this class than I have 

in past courses. I also feel that I have satisfactorily completed the course requirements up to this point 

for most everything else. At this point I feel that I have earned at least a B in the course, but I plan on 

improving that in order to receive the A that I want for the semester.  

 I know I’ve grown a lot between the beginning of the semester and now, and I’m looking 

forward to that continued growth between now and the end of the semester.  

 

Sincerely, 

Charissa D. Jelliff 


