
ENGL668 Final Evaluation 
 

For the writing pieces in my portfolio I chose three of my favorite pieces, two creative non-fiction pieces and 
one poem, which was probably the hardest for me to write because I have never been very good with poetry but in 
the end I was really happy with how it turned out.  

 “Daydream Believer” This was one of my earliest free-writes and was something I had been thinking about 
writing for nearly a year (ever since I first learned of Davy Jones’ death). Going from the original free-write to the 
final draft I added more detail and I extended the story, as I didn’t get to really finish it in the time in class. I got a 
lot of positive feedback on this piece, but I think there are some things I would still adjust or try differently. Lija 
suggested adding more detail, such as what kinds of things did my imaginary friend Davy and I do, and how do I 
feel about the Monkees now? I think I would like to explore these things; possibly even turning it into more of a 
fictionalized piece ultimately since what I truly remember from that event is everything I already wrote down.  

 

 “I Remember Ireland” In this piece I was really trying to slow down and focus on showing the reader all the 
sights and sounds and smells I remembered, not just tell about them; this was one of my goals for the semester – 
to work on adding more detail where appropriate. Judging from the feedback I received, I think I was able to 
accomplish that goal in many ways. I feel it was definitely more vivid and descriptive than “Daydream Believer.” 
However, I think there are many places where I could expand a little more. I gave a lot of snapshots in this piece; 
perhaps I could pull out a few and really focus on them to create a larger portrait. 

 

 “Blue” This piece was probably one of the hardest for me to write. I do not consider myself much of a poet, so 
intentionally writing poetry was intimidating for me at first. As part of my portfolio I’ve included a scan of the 
page from my Writer’s Notebook with the original draft of this poem, so you can see some of the evolution to the 
final draft. While I’m mostly happy with this, I feel like the way I wrote it creates a very quick pace and while that 
works for the first half, I’m not sure it does for the second half. I’m still not quite sure how I would like to re-work 
it to change that, but it’s something I plan to play around with some more.  

 I think the activities that helped me grow the most in class were the free-writes and having to share those 
writings with our classmates. Not only did this help me grow as a writer through sharing my work with others and 
getting a little more comfortable with the idea of other people reading my work, but it helped me to also learn good 
ways to read other peoples’ writing and give helpful feedback. I think this will be an important tool not only in my 
own writing but in helping other people if I become a teacher myself. Along with the free-writes, I really liked how 
someone led each week on a different genre of writing, so that we have a collection of mentor texts and prompts 
that we could use in our own classrooms. It was fun to explore those different types of writing and it gives us 
something to round out our syllabi with if we choose.  
 Looking back over my older free-writes I feel like I’ve grown a lot since the beginning of this class. Some of 
those original writing exercises are well-written, but lacking any kind of depth and the vivid description I would 
like to have in my writing, and which I feel I’ve begun to add. In some of those early pieces I was doing more telling 
rather than showing and I believe I’ve been improving on that aspect throughout the semester. This was one of my 
goals for the semester, so I was making a conscious effort to try to work on that. I think this is most evidenced in 
the first draft of the short story I recently finished. I’ve also discovered through my free-writes that I really have a 
tendency to draw on my own experiences. Almost all my free-writes are semi-autobiographical in nature, which is 
actually what gave me my idea for my thesis. While I don’t see this as a hindrance, I would like to try to branch out 
more in the future. 
 I would definitely keep the free-writing as I believe that is an essential aspect of the course, and an important 
habit for anyone who intends to teach writing to form. I also like the idea of the multi-genre project, and have 
enjoyed collaborating on it, however I feel the timing is a little off. If there were some way to work that into the 
semester earlier it would be beneficial. At this point in the semester we are all working to get our WPP finished, as 
well as putting together our portfolios and while the multi-genre project is done completely in the classroom it’s 
still one more thing on our plate at a time in the semester that is already naturally stressful. I feel that this is a 
project that could connect with many more aspects of the class and would be a much better stepping stone to the 
portfolio than a project done at the same time as the portfolio. This way, you could also introduce the digital aspect 
of the portfolio a lot sooner, so students could be thinking about how they would like to put that together, and what 
site they would like to use as they are working on their multi-genre projects. I would definitely keep the multi-



genre project, as I think it is a great tool and something that will be very useful in the classroom and something I 
would like to make use of in the future, I just think the timing could be adjusted to help lessen the stress involved. 
 Along similar lines, I feel it would be beneficial if the portfolio is discussed in class sooner, and the expectations 
for the portfolio made clearer earlier in the semester. The syllabus made it sound like the portfolio was a physical 
portfolio only supplemented by a digital component. It wasn’t until someone asked a question about in class that it 
was clarified and we understood it was to be entirely digital. Had I known from the start of the semester it would 
be digital, and all the elements involved, I would have been collecting everything as I went along – not going 
through D2L in the last couple weeks to find pieces to include. I definitely prefer creating a digital portfolio to a 
physical one – I think it allows for more creativity and more experience with the digital medium – but I think we all 
would have benefitted if the expectations had been discussed and clarified in class.  
 Overall I think this course was even more beneficial than I anticipated it would be. I signed up because I knew 
that as a beginning professor I would be teaching a lot of composition courses but I had no idea the class would 
focus this much on my own writing or that my writing would benefit so much from the course. While it has always 
been a dream of mine to become a writer, I feel like I am finally on a course to achieve that dream more so than I 
was prior to this semester. I’ve also discovered that I really like the idea of teaching writing, and perhaps 
composition is something I would like to consider focusing on if I do continue on with my own education.  

My own strengths definitely lie in reading, writing and researching. I am an introvert, so I am naturally good at 
those things, while discussion is definitely not one of my strong suits. I feel that I was improving on my 
participation in class discussions, and I was definitely trying to make more of an effort in the second half of the 
semester. I would also say responding to my peers’ texts was not a strength at the beginning of the semester, but 
by the end I feel like I was getting a lot better at offering beneficial input, not just “I like this.” The Elbow reading 
and other exercises in responding really helped me with that.  

I feel like the class as a whole really helped each other a lot. I have really enjoyed having that opportunity to 
interact with the class and support each other’s work. I probably interacted with Britney the most, just because we 
sat next to each other and have a lot of interests in common. I also found that she’s a very affirming person and 
whenever I doubted myself she was there to encourage me, and now near the end of the semester I’ve been the one 
encouraging her as she is getting more stressed in her Shakespeare course. I also found that Lija was a big help in 
this class; she always offered helpful feedback on my free writes –what to improve or expand upon. Lija and I also 
have a similar work ethic and drive for excellence in our grades, so we were able to relate to each other when we 
were stressing over getting something done well.  
 

Evaluation: This is the hardest part, because I am so hard on myself and have extremely high standards for myself, 
but I’ve worked hard this semester with the goal of getting an A in this class, and everything I have done was with 
that goal in mind.  

 Excellence – I strive for excellence in everything I do; I don’t want to just meet standards, I want to exceed them. 
This is one reason why I went above and beyond some of the requirements for this portfolio; I want to put forth 
the best effort I possibly can. Every element requested is present, plus extra in some cases. For my online posts I 
even made sure I time stamped each one for the same date as the original post on D2L. For my teaching artifact I 
worked hard to make it as realistic as possible, with real goals and achievable standards so that I could actually 
use this syllabus with very little revision at some point in the future.   

 

 Risk Taking – Nearly everything I did in this class was a risk for me, especially reading my own writing out loud 
in the classroom. I also experimented with poetry, then shared it with the class on D2L, which is something I 
never thought I would do when going into this class at the beginning of the semester. By the end of this week 
(5/10) I will be submitting my short story to Black Static, a horror magazine in the UK. This is a huge risk for me 
because the idea of rejection terrifies me, but I’m also excited about this step forward.  
 

 Growth – I have grown a lot in this class, and I hope that growth is as evident from the outside as it is from my 
point of view. Most of the evidence I listed above for risk taking qualifies here as well. I don’t think I would have 
had the courage to submit my story for publishing if it wasn’t for this class, and I certainly wouldn’t have asked a 
classmate to read over it for me. Through this class I have discovered a renewed interest in writing, and an 
interest in teaching writing that I didn’t even know I had six months ago. I’ve also gained a confidence in my 
writing that I didn’t have before – not that I assume everything I write will be perfect, but I know now that I don’t 
have to expect it to be, at least not at first. And from texts like Murray’s I’ve learned that every writer experiences 
the same doubts and fears I do, so I’m not any different from them and it doesn’t mean that I’m not good enough 
to be a writer.     



Fulfilling Guidelines for an A 
 I have exhibited growth, excellence and risk taking as discussed above.  
 I am working as hard as I can to achieve an exemplary grade on my WPP. This is one area where I have struggled 

all semester, but I have learned a lot from it as well.  
 I read four books outside of class before choosing which one to write for my book précis. That précis has been 

posted to D2L, plus I book talked my book with my group and the entire class.  
 As stated above my work will be submitted for publication by the end of this week (it’s currently with a friend 

who has taken courses in proofreading just to make sure there aren’t any horrible grammatical errors) and I will 
copy you on the email as evidence of my submission. 

 My writer’s notebook has approximately 80 pages (some of the pages are kind of continuations of each other).  
 I was the “webmaster” for my group’s multi-genre project. The exact details of my role will be discussed 

elsewhere, but I was in charge of organizing the Tumblr page and posting all the elements of the project. 
 I read the assignments each week and posted in the class discussion at least 10 times – I believe I only missed 

one or two weeks. I also led my group discussion and brought several mentor texts for creative non-fiction; one 
was a narrative/blog post, one an email/narrative and one poetic. My prompt to go along with the mentor texts 
was to try to write a piece of creative non-fiction either just focusing on an event and writing a narrative, or to try 
writing in a difference style like the poem.  

 I believe my syllabus shows depth, creativity and an ability to apply many of the things I have learned in class 
this semester, including incorporating film and multi-genre projects.  

 I’ve been writing every day for the last month, and have submitted writing to peers whenever we had 
opportunity. I also asked one of my classmates to read over my short story before I submitted it for publishing 
and I currently have another friend proofreading my story as well. 

 My writing portfolio is well organized and as professional as I could possibly make it. I went above and beyond 
some of the requirements, and tried to make it useful for myself as well as fulfilling all requirements. It also 
contains my writing philosophy, which is built on the foundation of a writer’s workshop, and relies heavily on 
encouraging writing, not critiquing.  

 I haven’t missed any classes. 
 I have accomplished all my writing goals and beyond; I never imagined how much my writing would improve or 

that I would come out of this class with a completely new idea for my thesis, with the start of works for that 
thesis.  

 

As I have worked hard, and tried whenever possible to not just meet the requirements of this course but to exceed 
them, I feel I should receive at least a 90 in this class. My work may not be highly distinguished, and I will always be 
the last person to try to give myself a higher grade than I deserve, but I really feel that I have more than met all the 
requirements for this class. The only thing that I cannot honestly judge myself on at this point is my WPP, as it will 
not be completed until next week, but my goal is certainly to achieve an “exemplary” for the paper.  
 


