
Writing Partner Project Abstract 

A writer’s process is nearly as unique to a writer as their fingerprint. Each writer has habits 
that work for them, though these habits may seem arbitrary or ridiculous to others. The 
purpose of this case study is to take a look at the writing habits of three different subjects 
from three different walks of life, analyzing and comparing their writing processes and 
what affect those processes may have on their writing. The subjects include a second-
semester freshman, a student about to graduate with an associate’s degree and a graduate 
student with a degree in communications. One of these subjects is currently doing writing 
in a professional capacity; one considers herself more of an artist; and one is extremely 
logical in everything she does. Each subject has their own writing style, habits and writing 
process. This study will take a look at all the steps of their writing process and how that 
process may be a reflection of the writer herself. Another important consideration of this 
study is the question of whether each writer’s process ultimately hinders or helps their 
writing and in what ways. By looking at the personalities of each subject, and what aspects 
work and do not work for them, I will be able to gather more information about the writing 
process in general and attempt to discern how their process could be related to their 
personality type. The conclusions drawn from this study will then be able to be applied in 
other situations to help improve students’ writing by improving their writing process.  

 



Writing Survey 

1. What is your age, major/concentration, graduation year? 

 

2. Do you enjoy writing? 

 

 

3. Do you write in your free time? How often? 

 

 

4. How would you define yourself as a writer? 

 

 

5. What kind of writing do you prefer? 

 

 

6. What do you enjoy about writing? 

 

 

7. What frustrates you about writing? 

 

 

8. What do you consider your writing strengths? Your weaknesses? 

 

 



9. What areas of writing would you like to improve on?  

 

 

10. Where do you prefer to write (room, coffee shop, etc.)? 

 

 

11. How do you approach writing assignments? 

 

 

12. Do you have any specific habits/routines when you write? 

 

 

 

 

13. Where do you get inspiration for writing? (Photos, books, movies, etc.) 

 

 

14. Do you have any writing goals?  

 

 

15. Are there any writers that you admire?  

 

 

 

 

16. Do you currently blog or post frequently to twitter/facebook?  



February 21, 2013 
 
Dear ENGL 110 student, 
 
Thank you for agreeing to participate in my research project. This consent letter will inform you of 
the goals of the project as well as your role and rights.  
 
The goal of my project is to study attitudes towards writing inside and outside of the classroom. I 
intend to study factors that affect the subjects’ views towards writing and ways to improve those 
views. I will be studying what methods work and do not work when it comes to writing and how 
these can differ among writers. Over the course of this study I hope to develop methods of helping 
writers to have a positive attitude toward writing that may carry over to their lives outside of the 
classroom.   
 
My research will be taking place from now until the end of this semester (Spring 2013). Your 
participation will not require you to do any work outside of what will be assigned in your ENGL 110 
course. If at any time you have any questions please feel free to ask.  
 
By signing this consent form, you agree to the following specifics: 
 Your discussions in class will be observed at least once during the semester. 
 Your writing assignments and portfolio and will be studied. 
 All communication, particularly written, may be used as part of the study.  
 You will be asked to meet with me several times a month for sessions lasting 45 min to an hour 

to discuss your writing. 
 Conversations may be recorded for future use.  
 
I hope that the following parameters ensure your ability to participate and respect your personal 
boundaries: 
 Pseudonyms will be used in place of your name within the project while discussing you or your 

writing. Your identity will remain confidential.  
 Participation in this study is completely voluntary. At any point you may decline participation at 

any point of the study, or request to skip anything that would make you uncomfortable.  
 You will receive a copy of this signed, dated consent form. 
 
All the data I collect this term may be used in professional presentations and papers, such as 
conferences and publications of the National Council of the Teachers of English. 
 
I welcome your questions, comments and insights at any time during this investigation.  I’d also be 
happy to discuss my findings with you at the end of the term. 
 
Thank you very much for your interest and participation in this project. 
 
Charissa D. Jelliff 
cdjellif@millersville.edu 
(717)580-0451 
   
 
I understand and agree to the above parameters of this project. 
 
________________________________________________     __________________________ 
Student signature      Date 
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