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Writing to Explore:
Ingredients for a Relevant, Tailored, & Engaging Writing Research Project

Somoza, D., & Lourie, P. (2010). Writing to explore: Discovering adventure in the research paper, 3-8. 
Portland, Me: Stenhouse Publishers.

Summary:

In this practical and explorative guide, Somoza and Lourie eased educators through 
the process of the adventure research paper incorporating both fiction and nonfiction, 
multimedia, and digital components.  From setting to characters to matters of travel, the 
authors left no stone unturned in the planning and organization that it takes to facilitate a 
project of this magnitude with students.  The majority of the book dealt with the trials and 
errors of the writing classroom where Somoza, a 16 year teacher veteran, works relentlessly to 
see his students succeed and the application of such methods for the adventure research 
paper.  Using this project as a model, the authors offered many viable approaches to student 
writing.  Moreover, Lourie's real life writing experiences combined with Somoza's teaching 
tips helped to make this book generally helpful and applicable for teachers and writers alike.  
In addition to adventure research paper project outline, the authors also included a proper 
appendix with classroom materials that could be altered to suit the needs of a specific 
classroom and student examples of the project that provided further support and context.  
While created with grades 3-8 in mind, this project could easily be translated into a fabulously 
relevant and active project for upper grade levels as well.

Critique:

Within the context of writing pedagogy, this book spoke to many of the concepts that 
we have explored this semester.  Immediately, it was clear that the authors valued a 
publication aspect to writing, which reinforced much of the work of Gallagher and Murray.  
Moreover, the book emphasized relevancy and connectivity in student's lives, echoing 
Gallagher, Murray, Romano, Rose, among others.  Like the Bishop collaboration suggested, 
Somoza, in particular, seemed to value the use of media in the classroom- specifically music, 
photography, and film.  Because of the digital portfolio aspect, the adventure research essay 
project itself paired well with the Because Digital Writing Matters book, and the book as a whole 
offered many handy references to various methods of digital research, writing, and 
organization.  One of the most interesting aspects of the adventure research paper was how 
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well it would fit into a multigenre project similar to what Romano proposed.  As I read, I kept 
thinking, “This would be a perfect addition to the multigenre project!”  Even though this book 
was meant to walk educators through a detailed research project, Somoza again and again 
highlighted many of our writing strategies from this semester including the use of mentor 
texts, writing along with your students, ritual and routine, journaling and the writer's 
notebook, differentiating instruction, multimedia writing prompts, creating a writing 
community, and more.

Quotations of Note:

“We want to break down the barrier between the “real world” and the world of the classroom 
by showing how teachers and professional writers can learn from one another to establish a 
learning environment that is as real as it gets.”  (2)

“Again, the key is to help the kids find something to which they can connect, something that 
fascinates them, and ultimately something that they want to learn more about.”  (72)


